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Japanese Education System
It was founded in 1947 as an act of post-war reformation.
6-3-3-4 year system

The American educational system was imported.
Kindergarten (0-3):

Age 3-5 years old. Mainly private or municipal established.
Primary school (6) : (compulsory)

Age 6-11 years old. Mainly municipal established.
Lower secondary school (3): (compulsory)

Age 12-14 years old.
Mainly municipal established.
Students in private established schools are about 6% in 2003.

Upper secondary school (3) : Age 15-17 years old.
Mainly prefectural or private established.
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Japanese Education System
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Higher education
After completion of upper secondary school

Universities (4 years)
Junior colleges (2 years)
Other specialized schools (1–3 years)

After completion of lower secondary school
College of technology (5 years, mainly national established)

Universities require the completion of upper secondary 
schooling or its equivalent for admission.
Four-year education courses
Department of medicine, dentistry and 

veterinary medicine offer 6 year courses.

大学

短期大学

専門学校
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Graduate schools

Two year master’s course
Five year doctor’s course (after completion 
of an undergraduate course)
Law school system was introduced (2004).
More than half of the universities have 
graduate schools.

大学院(修士課程)

大学院(博士課程)

法科大学院
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在学者数
の推移

学校基本調査
平成17年度(速報)
http://www.mext.go.
jp/b_menu/toukei/0
01/04073001/pdf/sa

nzu02.pdf
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就園・
進学率
の推移

学校基本調査
平成17年度(速報)
http://www.mext.go.
jp/b_menu/toukei/0
01/04073001/pdf/sa

nzu05.pdf
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学校基本調査 平成16年度(速報)
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/toukei/001/index01.htm

大学・短大への進学率の推移
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学校基本調査 平成16年度(速報)
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/toukei/001/index01.htm

大学・短大への進学率の推移
丙午(1966)

World War II(1945)
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http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/houdou/17/
05/05051901/006.pdf

18歳人口入学者数・進学率の推移



12

Univ and NCUEE

国立大学・
公立大学

私立大学

高等学校

推薦 推薦
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Univ and NCUEE

国立大学・
公立大学
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Purpose of the unified tests
Highly competitive admissions in 1970’s.
Avoiding tricky items
Providing high quality of standard test 
items
Geographical accessibility



15

大学入試センター
沿革

1977年5月(S52) 設立

1979年1月(S54) 共通第１次学力試験(第1回)
1983年3月(S58) 新庁舎

1990年1月(  H2) 大学入試センター試験(第1回)
2001年4月(H13) 独立行政法人に移行

業務内容 : www.dnc.ac.jp
試験作成、実施、採点

大学への成績提供、合否情報

入学者の選抜方法の改善に関する調査・研究

進学のための情報提供 : ハートシステム、ガイダンス

(www.heart.dnc.ac.jp)
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History of NCUEE
1976: National University Entrance Examinations 
Research and Improvement Institution was 
established in the University of Tokyo.
1977: NCUEE was established
1979: Joint First Stage Achievement Test (JFSAT) 
were commenced. All applicants were tested on 7 
subjects in 5 areas. (Social sciences were in one area).
1990: The National Center Test (NCUEE test) 
replaced JFSAT. Some private universities began to 
use NCUEE test. Mandatory subjects came to be 
designated by individual universities.
2001: NCUEE became an independent agency 
instead of a national organization. 
2006: English listening test will be commenced.
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ハート システム画面



18

業務
ア　大学入試センター試験に関し、試験問題の作成及び

採点その他一括して処理することが適当な業務
イ　大学の入学者の選抜方法の改善に関する調査及び研究
ウ　大学に入学を志望する者の進路選択に資するための

大学に関する情報の提供
エ　アからウの三つの業務に附帯する業務

www.dnc.ac.jp/dnc/gaiyou/gaiyou.html
業務方法書

中期計画

年度計画

センター規則

組織図
定員 110名

研究開発部は
作題部署ではない
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NCUEE activities and test 
management

Staff: 110 full-time staff (April, 2005), 研究者 20名

Test item developers are not full-time.  ≒450名
They are professors in universities. 

Anonymous test item reviewing process.
Three committees for item development

The first test item development committee:
Members write new test items.

The second committee:
They review the items and the items.

The third committee:
They moderate the items between subjects or areas.
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Research Division of NCUEE
We are working on various themes in 
collaboration with the universities and           
upper secondary schools.
Current joint research projects
(1) A feasibility study of a new integrated-type 

examination
(2) Research on articulation between upper secondary 

schools and universities
(3) The construction of a statistical database system of 

past test answers
(4) Analysis of law school aptitude test for item 

development.
NCUEE research bulletin is published annually.
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Time Schedule
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Univ and NCUEE



24

National Center Test 2005
2days in January (Saturday, Sunday)
6areas, 9sections, 32subjects

Japanese, Geography & History, Civics, 
Mathematics, Sciences, Foreign Languages

Planned average score: 60%
No pre-test for difficulty equating.

All are virgin items. 
Items and answers open to the public after 
the examination : PDF format from web site
Supplemental Test (追試験) for accident 

Only about 300 applicants
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Response Method in NCUEE
Multiple Choice Test
Unique method in Mathematics 
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基礎総合試験1
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数学の解答方法
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数学の解答方法
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数学の解答方法
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National Center Test 2005
志願者数 : 約57.0万人(前年比 -1.7万人)

試験会場 : 712試験場、8740?試験室

受験者数 : 約52.5万人 (92.0%)
答案枚数 : 約300万枚

利用大学 : 563大学 112短大 約120万件データ請求

(大学入学者合計は約60万人)
採点業務 : 

5日間でほぼ読み終える必要性

緻密な確定作業
ワゴン : 800台、9000枚／台
OMR : 14台、19000枚／時／台
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Statistical Data
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Subject and Time Table80分

60分

60分

60分

60分

80分

60分

60分

60分
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平成17年度平均
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Average
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Average
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National Center Test 2006

Correspond to the new curriculum for the 
next period 
6areas, 9 sections, 33subjects

Including liaison subjects : 5
物理IA, 化学IA, 生物IA, 地学IA, 総合理科

Add the Listening comprehension test for 
English

30minutes, IC player
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NCUEE20062006年
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IC Player
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Number of Univ

現在の学校数 in Japan (May, 2005)

大学数: 国立 87、公立 86、私立 553   合計 726校

短大数: 国立 10、公立 42、私立 428   合計 480校

2006年2006年
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Thanks for well organized 
workshop to Prof.申, Prof.辛

and their colleagues.

ありがとう

謝謝!
Two topics
1) A Comparison Study of Rule Space Method and Neural 

Network Model for Classifying Individuals and It’s 
Applications

2) Japanese Education System and National Center Test


